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We reviewed your letter of January 11, 1991 in
which you pose the following question: =

" "Does this pro bono and
'by my client constitute doing
. to.do business wi ity

)(

The Board of Ethics determines that your cli,ep{:"s
pro bono or gratis work does not constitute doing
business or 'sqakjing_ to do business with the City.
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improvements are controlled by a City agency. The -

improvements were for the benefit of a not-for-
profit foundation, and were made at no charge by
your client. You state that there was no contract
for the improvements and no consideration was
exchanged between your client and the foundation
or between your client and the City.

The Campaign Financing Ordinance restricts the
campaign contributions of those who do business or
are seeking to do business with the City of
Chicago. It refers to the Governmental Ethics
Ordinance for the definition of "doing business®
and "seeking to do business.® - oo e

The teram ®"doing business® is defined at § 2-156-
010(h) as ™any one or any combination of sales,
purchases, leases or contracts to, from or: with
the Ccity or any City agency in an amount in excess
of $10,000 in any twelve consecutive months.® The
term "seeking to do business® is defined at § 2-
156-010(x) as "(1) taking any action within the
past 6 months to obtain a contract or business
from the City when,  1if . such action : were
successfyl, it would result in the person’s doing




business with the citﬁ ‘and ( 2) the contract or business sought

Since your client did not receive compensation or income for the
work performed and has done no other work with the City, the Board
determines that your client is not doing or seeking to do business
with the City, as that term''is defined in the Ordinance. 1In
general pro hono or gratig work in and of itself does not
constitute doing businese or seeking to do business with the City.
However, this general proposition does not preclude a situation
where the evidence would indicate to the contrary. 1In this case -
the pro bono work appears to be more akin to a gift. = :

Our determinations and recommendations are based upon the
stated in this letter. " ac or in

please notify us |
include with every advisory opinion. We appreciate your client’s

effort to-—yvomply with the ethical standards imposed by the
pental Ethics Ordinance. If you have any further questions,

cc: Kelly Welsh
Corporation Counsel
mh:91026.L1
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